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FIG S5. Artificial germination bypasses the need for GerG. (A) Wildtype (630∆erm-p), 

∆sleC, ∆gerG, and ∆gerG/gerG spores were either mock-treated (–) or incubated with 

thioglycollate and lysozyme (Lys), which can rescue the germination defect of mutants defective 

in cortex hydrolysis (15), and plated on BHIS (artificial germination). (B) Untreated spores used 

in (A) were also plated on either BHIS (–) or BHIS containing 0.5% taurocholate (TA). Data 

represents the average of three biological replicates. No statistically significant difference was 

observed between ∆sleC and ∆gerG strains subjected to artificial germination relative to wild 

type, in contrast with taurocholate-mediated germination. Statistical significance was determined 

using ANOVA and Tukey’s test (*** p < 0.001). 
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